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eternal. It includes, therefore, directly, the definitions given of these four words. It includes the word "essence," which should have been defined here, and is defined in part second. It includes the phrase "absolutely infinite," which receives not a definition, but an explanation that amounts to a definition. The only definitions which it does not directly include are those of "cause in itself," "free," and "mode;" but the two former arc so defined as to be identical with substance, as to be substance itself in two aspects, and the last as an affection of substance. Directly or indirectly, therefore, the definition of God includes all the other definitions. The consequence is obvious. It is that, directly or indirectly, that definition includes all that is obscure, ambiguous, self-contradictory, in all the definitions. It is a guarantee that \vhatever there Is of this kind in any of these definitions will be worked into the doctrine of the Divine nature, and will corrupt that doctrine.
Spinoza was not fortunate, then, at the commencement of his undertaking. Was he more successful afterwards? Some persons think so. Spinozism has been pronounced "a faultless demonstration." This is far from my opinion. The paralogisms, the fallacies, in Spinoza are, I believe, simply countless, because he started with vague and ambiguous principles and pursued a hopeless course. Had he been less convinced that he was